Oregon Opportunity Grant

Talking Points

(Points correlate with slides)

1. The vast majority of jobs projected to be created in Oregon are going to require an Associates Degree or higher, level of education

· Growing our economy will require an educated Oregon workforce

· We do not want the scenario Interim Chancellor of Higher Education Dr. George Pernsteiner    warns of that if you want to make it in Oregon you have to come from California.

2. It is no secret that education is the path to higher earning potential

· Filling those new jobs with educated Oregonians will dramatically increase the income-tax base for the state and raise families from poverty.

3. The difference between Oregon income taxes between a 4-year degree recipient and a high school graduate is $1,791.  In essence, the higher taxes would repay the Opportunity Grant assistance in just four years of the recipient’s average earnings.
4. The Oregon Opportunity Grant, administered through the Oregon Student Assistance Commission, an independent agency charged with representing students in all sectors of higher education, is the state’s main vehicle for disbursing college aid.

· OSAC determines eligibility for the grant based on family income and household size as reported on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

· Students chosen to receive aid must be Oregon residents, U.S. citizens or eligible noncitizens of the United States with a valid social security number (not an illegal alien) and maintain satisfactory academic progress.

5. The Opportunity Grant is primarily supported by General Fund and the subsequent leveraging of federal dollars 

· 1,430 students will benefit from each $1 million dollar investment.



· The Governor’s recommended budget turns around the disinvestment that earned Oregon an “F” for access to higher education on a national report card and brings the grant to a level that will provide access to all eligible full-time and part-time students and offer additional grants to high achieving high school students.

6. As past budget cuts forced grant reductions, the income eligibility had to drop, leaving the grant today covering only the poorest students.

7. Opportunity Grants eligibility thresholds are set at a percentage of median family income. 

· When income eligibility is able to return to 75% of Median Family Income, significantly more middle-class students will be able to access college.

8. A considerable percentage of household income is needed to pay tuition and fees.

9. OSAC outreach efforts have ensured students of color receive the grant proportionate to the Oregon population.  These include publications, agency websites, ASPIRE for high schools and scholarship workshops at college campuses throughout the state.

The effectiveness of the grant:

· 10. Students who receive the grant at 4-year institutions compared to those who don’t when all other factors are the same, have 40% higher re-enrollment rates.

· 11. At 2-year community colleges, the grant results in 15-20 percent higher re-enrollment rates.

· 12. The state’s $1,200 to $1,500 investment increases by 15-20 percent the students’ ability to earn a degree!  This is a cost-effective way to increase the educated portion of the workforce and to raise the earning potential of Oregonians.

· 13.  Highlight the member’s home county data.

